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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 11143 260202Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 ISO-OO AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 ERDA-07 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 INR-07 10-14 L-03 
NSF-02 NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-05 USIA-15 SS-15 SP-02 
INT-05 FEA-01 /116W 

074383 260338Z/72 

R 260121Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9610 

UNCLAS TOKYO 11143 

FOR OES/ENP/EN: BECKER 

DEPT PASS EPA/OIA; CEQ 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, JA 

SUBJECT: JAPANESE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT GUIDELINES 

REF: TOKYO 10081 

1 . AS REPORTED PARA 1 AND 2 REFTEL, THE JAPANESE ENVIRONMENT 
AGENCY HAS CALLED FOR PREPARATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT ON THE HONSHU-SHIKOKU BRIDGE PROJECT. THE 
MINISTRIES OF TRANSPORTATION AND CONSTRUCTION HAVE NOW AGREED 
TO CONDUCT THE EIA AND HAVE BEGUN WRITING THE PROCEDURAL 
GUIDELINES FOR THE STUDY. 

2. THIS ACQUISECENCE BY TWO MINISTRIES KNOWN TO BE STAUNCHLY 
OPPOSED TO THE CONDUCT OF EIAS MAY SIGNAL A VICTORY FOR 

THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY IN ITS LONG BATTLE TO MAKE CONDUCT 
OF AN EIA THE RULE RATHER THAN THE EXCEPTION IN PUBLIC 
WORKS PROJECTS IN JAPAN. IF THE MOC AND MOT CAN BE PERSUADED 
THAT THE REQUIREMENT FOR AN EIA ON PUBLIC PROJECTS IS 
NOT AS ONEROUS AS THEY HAD BELIEVED, IT IS POSSIBLE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 TOKYO 11143 260202Z 

THAT OPPOSITION IN THE DIET CAN BE OVERCOME AND PASSAGE 
OF THE EIA LEGISLATION ASSURED. 

IT MAY ALSO BE THAT THESE MINISTRIES ARE GOING ALONG 
WITH THE EA REQUEST IN THE HOPE THAT THE EA WILL BE 
SATISFIED WITH A VOLUNTARY PROGRAM AND NOT PUSH THE 
LEGISLATION. IT IS UNKNOWN JUST WHAT THE EA PLANS TO DO 
IN THE NEXT DEIET SESSION ABOUT THE EIA LAW. 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SURVEYS, DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
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Disposition Action: n/a 
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Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 
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Disposition Event: 
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Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770265-0748 

Format: TEL 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977071 6/aaaaanza. tel 

Line Count: 63 
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Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
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